
The Pancake Day tee shirts will be in over fall break.  Expect to see them come home in 
backpacks right after we return from fall break.  Did you miss out on the order?  No worries!  
Kristie Andrews from The Last Word will have some at her Winterfest booth, and will take orders 
if the size you need isn’t available. The Pancake Day tees are approved for Friday wear as  a 
school tee shirt.  Mrs. Hall will have packages of official Pancake Day Pancake Mix available at 
Winterfest, in case your family wants to have a Saturday morning Pancake Day of your own! 
The LLCA Pancake Day will be around Dec. 17, and happens in small groups and Academic 
Coaching. Everyone wants to be dyslexic on Pancake Day!   
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Teaching our children how to spell, not memorize just for the test
  

Attention on mechanics of 
spelling words 

Spelling is often a very difficult task 
for children with dyslexia.  Parents tell 
stories of hours spent in trying to teach 
the mainstream classroom list words for 
the week to their dyslexic child, only to 
have her make a C on the test, and not 
know how to spell any of the words a 
week later.   

In the LLCA Dyslexia Center, we 
spend time teaching the dyslexic students 
how they need to approach spelling. It is 
a different way from how their peers are 
learning to spell, and will teach them to 

unlock the spelling of many words, not 
just the ones on this week’s list. 

Students are first taught to finger 
sound.  This involves using the hand they 
do not use for writing; lightly pressing a 
finger down for each sound in the word 
or syllable.  Then the student names the 
letters that will spell those sounds, and 
lastly he writes the word.  Using this 
method allows the student to separate 
the tasks of ordering the sounds, 
identifying the letters that spell each 
sound, and writing the word.   

Syllable types play an important 
role in spelling too.  Students learn the 
six syllable types and the characteristics 
of each type.  Special attention is paid 
to the vowel sound in each syllable type.   

Lots of practice puts the spelling 
generalizations and rules into the 
student’s longterm memory, ensuring he 
can spell that word again and again.  

Olivia and Allie work on learning 4 memory verses using the chunking 
method of writing phrases on tiny Post-its, then mixing the order and 
rearranging.  Behind them, Luke and David work together to help David 
use the picture method for learning his memory verse.  Academic 
Coaching class teaches many methods for studying so students can 
choose ones that work best for them. 

Prize Box Donations 
A trip to the prize box is a 
validating part of tutoring, and 
it makes students feel special.  If 
you would like to send in small 
items for prize box, it would be 
appreciated!  


