
The Xtra Math computer program is a free, on-line based program for students to use in 
reviewing and mastering their basic math facts.  You as a parent set up an account and identify 
the goals you want to set for your child.  Progress is charted and is easy for you and your child 
to see.  A few minutes each evening is dedicated to the practice, which has varied ways of 
asking the target facts.  Math fluency is the goal of this excellent tool.  Phone apps are available 
for a small price at the App Store if you want your child to use drive-time for math practice.  
https://xtramath.org/#/home/index 
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Setting the Stage for Homework Success
  

Dedicated Homework space 
A space that your student knows they 

can use every day for homework is a key 
to success. Stock up on pencils, a 
sharpener, paper and other homework 
office supplies so there are no needless 
searches which eat up time.   

Quiet = Improved Focus 
 A study spot away from the tv, music, 

gaming and even conversations makes for 
better focus on the task at hand.  It is 
advisable to keep social computer activities 
off until after the homework is done.  

Make a Plan 
The saying, “If you are aiming at 

nothing you will hit it every time,” certainly 
applies to homework.  Help your student 
learn to lay out everything that needs to be 
done in neat stacks with all the components 
of each homework included in the stack.  
Plan approximate time for each assignment 
and set a timer to keep your student from 
wasting too much time. Working one 
assignment at a time and seeing it through 
to completion will avoid the trap of 
forgetting to go back later and complete a 
few items.  Include planned breaks in the 
evening to avoid cricked up necks and stiff 
backs.   

Organize the Putting Away  
A system for where completed 

homework goes so it can be found the next 
day is a key to actually handing in the 
finished homework.  Folders in each binder 
labeled with “Ready to Hand In” stickers 
can facilitate successful followthrough of 
getting those completed papers into the 
teacher’s in basket.  

Everything- notebooks, textbooks, 
binders - going into a basket or bin at the 
homework station can avoid frantic 
morning searches for lost textbooks or 
worksheets.  The bin can be taken in the 
car and backpacks can be packed on the 
drive to school if necessary.   

  

Anna Elyse beams with satisfaction at her new ability to understand 
the formerly mysterious use of silent e to form long vowel sounds. 


